
CCMTA  January 24, 2015 Meeting and ANNUAL WORKSHOP 
 
The meeting began at 9:30 am, with Debbie Lee presiding.  We met at the 
First Congregational Church of Christ, on 68th St., in Hazel Dell.  Thirteen 
members attended the business meeting. 
 
We discussed the passing of Carman Davidson-Smith, a long-time CCMTA 
member, long-time symphony member & supporter, and lifelong advocate of 
the benefits and beauty of music.  She was a strings professional….. 
teaching, performing, and loving all stringed instruments.  Carmen was a 
sweet lady who was loved by all who knew her.  Barbara Roberts made a 
motion to contribute $250 to the Vancouver Symphony in Carman’s name.  
Martha Natiuk seconded it, and the motion passed unanimously.   
 
Next, we discussed the need for a committee to go over our chapter’s 
money, and how to spend it!  This topic comes up time and time again, with no 
real results or decisions regarding how to use our money.  Debbie will be 
asking various members to participate on the committee.  Of course, our 
treasurer will be a valuable asset to this committee.  To offer suggestions, 
and give input, you can email Debbie:  debbieleepianostudio@gmail.com. 
 
Barbara Roberts reported on Adjudications.  The registration closed today, 
January 24th.  She reminded us to be sure to sign up for a conference, 
either oral or written, and if we’ve not done so to go online and do so!  
Chapter fees are due today ($2 per student), with checks made out to 
CCMTA.    Adjudications will take place at three locations:  St. Johns 
Presbyterian Church in Camas, First Methodist Church in Camas, and the 
First Congregational Church in Hazel Dell.  Adjudicators are Jeffrey and 
Karen Savage, Jill Timmons, and Renato Fabbro.  Dates are Thursday March 
12 (one location), Friday March 13 (two locations), and Saturday March 14 
(three locations).  Barbara’s use of multiple locations gives us six days of 
adjudications in only three actual days!  Teachers were to let Barbara know 
ASAP if they have preferred times and locations.   
 
Barbara also talked about the District Recital and State Convention 
Competition.  It will take place Sunday March 15, at St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church located at 426 East Fourth Plain Boulevard, Vancouver.  The time is 
3:00 pm, and the judges will be Tim Nickel and Linda Barker Hayes.  Cinda 



Redman is in charge of the competition.  It was discussed that since our 
chapter has so many amazing & talented piano students, perhaps the winners 
of one year not be eligible to participate in the competition the next year.  
(They would already have the results of winning on their resume.)  And 
finally, we are very excited to be at St. Luke’s because they have just 
purchased a very nice Steinway B for their sanctuary that we will be able to 
use. J   (Parking for St. Luke’s is apparently an adventure to locate, so 
Barbara suggests ‘finding it’ on your own before the event.) 
 
By-the-way, we discussed canceling the Honors Recital this year.  The 
original purpose for this recital was to give younger, or less advanced 
students, the opportunity to hear advanced students perform.  It seems 
that very few ‘non-winners’ actually attend, nor some of the winners, and 
their teachers, even.  (The students’ families and friends have opportunity 
to hear the same pieces multiple times during the year, usually.)  To put on 
any of our programs, festivals, & recitals demands time and resources, and 
it’s discouraging when they are not well-attended.  Judy Ebel made a motion 
to cancel it this year, with Barbara seconding the motion.  It passed 
unanimously.  
 
Genie Hoffman gave the treasurer’s report.  She said that our festivals 
ended balanced and in the blue.  Today’s workshop is slightly in the red with 
some bills outstanding.  Our total assets, including the general fund, the 
scholarship fund, the piano fund, piano pro., and college scholarship fund is 
$20,491.40.  Thanks to Genie for keeping all of these numbers straight!  J 
 
The ‘Teachers Recital’ is scheduled for May 2.  While details are TBA, please 
plan now to participate in some way…by performing, or helping with 
programs, the reception, etc.  This is a wonderful opportunity to be involved 
with our teaching friends and colleagues!   
 
Next meeting is SATURDAY, February 21st, First Congregational Church, 
with Lena Nikulon and Lena Vozheiko-Wheaton presenting “Russian Music” 
after the business meeting.   Meeting begins at 9:30 am, and the Program 
follows at 10:15 am.   
 
March meeting is Tuesday, March 17th, at Debbie Lee’s home, with the 
program “Technology & Music”.  



 
The business meeting was adjourned! 
 
The workshop:   ‘TACKLING SPECIFIC CHALLENGES IN PIANO 
REPERTOIRE, WITH DETAILED METHOD EXCERCISES’, presented by Dr. 
Sasha Starcevich. 
 
Dr. Starcevich gave a marvelous presentation, hoping to give us insight, and 
useful methods to help students prepare beautiful and meaningful piano 
works.  He defined technique as ‘a tool to deliver a musical message’.  He said 
that in his opinion, technique enables the performer to have the freedom to 
produce, control, and liberate!  He used various repertoire examples to show 
us his methods for tackling a number of technique problems. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Kestner, secretary 
 
 
   
 
 


